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MR. LEONID NEVZLIN’S STATE-

MENT BEFORE THE HELSINKI 
COMMISSION 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, some major news 
organizations have been reporting current de-
velopments in Russia, directed by the Kremlin, 
that clearly undermine democratic institutions 
in that country. The latest initiative, a measure 
just approved by the Upper House of Par-
liament, further consolidates political control in 
Vladimir Putin’s party and reduces any oppor-
tunity for opposition parties in future elections. 
It also greatly limits outside groups from moni-
toring or observing vote tabulation and report-
ing in national elections. 

This week, my colleagues heard directly 
from a prominent ‘‘victim’’ of Mr. Putin’s effort 
to purge political opposition. In an appearance 
before the Helsinki Commission, Mr. Leonid 
Nevzlin, who is a major share holder in the 
YUKOS Oil Company, discussed his situation 
and the political deterioration in Russia. When 
he visited Washington three years ago, Mr. 
Nevzlin was Deputy Chairman of the Upper 
House International Relations Committee, and 
advisor to the government on Middle East Pol-
icy, and head of the Russia Jewish Congress. 
Today, Mr. Nevzlin is forced to live in exile in 
Israel because he, like his long time associate 
and friend, Mikhail Khodorkovsky, dared to op-
pose the forces within the Kremlin. 

Mr. Speaker, Leonid Nevzlin’s statement be-
fore the Helsinki Commission clearly states 
the current situation in Russia today. I ask that 
it be included in the RECORD at this point. 
STATEMENT TO THE COMMISSION ON SECURITY 

AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE ‘‘HELSINKI 
COMMISSION’’ 

(By Leonid Nevzlin, July 13, 2005) 
Mr. Chairman, I welcome the opportunity 

to appear before the Helsinki Commission to 
discuss the current situation in Russia and 
the concerns of all of us about the Putin gov-
ernment and the future of Russia. 

First, I wish to emphasize the value of the 
Commission’s mandate and stated criteria to 
promote compliance with the fundamental 
standards of civil society in Russia and the 
other former Soviet republics. 

Second, those of us who have witnessed 
first-hand the travesty of justice in Russia 
much appreciate the concerns expressed by 
the co-chairmen about the improper han-
dling of the Yukos trial and the sentencing 
of Mikhail Khodorkovsky and his colleagues 
by Russian authorities. Your formal state-
ment to the world’s press that the ‘‘case ap-
pears to the world to be justice directed by 
politics’’ and that the ‘‘selective prosecution 
such as appears to be the case here will 
wreak havoc on Russia’s legal system’’ re-
flects that the chairmen of this commission 
have an accurate view of the Khodorkovsky 
trial and the weakened state of the legal sys-
tem in Russia. 

Third, it is vitally important that the Hel-
sinki Commission continue monitoring the 
implementation of the provisions of the 1975 
Helsinki Accords as they relate to Russia 
and report its findings to the public. While 
the U.S. Administration and Congressional 
leaders must necessarily balance many vari-
ables in the bilateral relationship, the Hel-
sinki Commission has a clear mandate to in-
sure that human rights and basic freedoms 
are maintained in the countries under its ju-
risdiction. 

Mr. Chairman, it is my opinion that the 
rule of law is the cornerstone of civil society 
because it serves to protect the rights and 
freedoms of all citizens. What we have wit-
nessed this past year in Russia is a legal sys-
tem that differs very little from the Soviet 
days. The state prosecutor is an instrument 
of the Kremlin and the judiciary is not truly 
independent. When the finest lawyers in Rus-
sia cannot get a fair and just trial for their 
clients when the whole world is watching, no 
one in Russia can expect to obtain justice. 

The lives of many hundreds or even thou-
sands of people have been harmed forever as 
a result of the abuses of the Russian govern-
ment, which has violated basic human rights 
and its own laws again and again. Many of 
those cases do not receive wide attention, 
but some do, and human rights groups have 
begun to document them. They are worthy of 
your attention and your future labors. 

I am most familiar with the cases involv-
ing Yukos. Beyond Mr. Khodorkovsky and 
myself, Alexei Pichugin, a mid-level Yukos 
executive, has been sentenced to 20 years in 
prison in a secret murder trial conducted en-
tirely behind closed doors. Mr. Pichugin has 
been drugged, interrogated without his law-
yers present, kept from his wife and denied 
independent medical treatment—even after 
he lost nearly 70 pounds while in the custody 
of the FSB. My colleague, Platon Lebedev, 
who is suffering from liver ailments and who 
was arrested in his hospital bed, has also 
subsequently been denied independent med-
ical care. He was tried in the same cage with 
Mr. Khodorkovsky in a show trial in which 
Russian and international legal norms were 
repeatedly violated. He, like Mr. 
Khodorkovsky, has now been sentenced to 9 
years in prison. 

The scope of the attack on those associ-
ated with Yukos has been broad in scope and 
terrible in its tactics. For example, Svetlana 
Bahkmina, a young Yukos lawyer, was ar-
rested in December. She has been interro-
gated by FSB or other Russian officials to 
the point where her lawyers report that she 
has lost consciousness. She has been isolated 
from her children, ages 3 and 7. In the mean-
time, Russian government officials have said 
that Ms. Bahkmina will be released when her 
boss, Yukos’ chief in-house lawyer, returns 
to Russia from England, where he is effec-
tively a political refugee. 

Other Yukos employees have had to flee 
Russia, too, and have found refuge in the de-
mocracies of the world. In a stark example of 
how the world now recognizes Russian ‘‘jus-
tice’’ for what it is, the Bow Street Mag-
istrate’s Court in London rejected a Russian 
extradition request for two such Yukos em-
ployees charged in the anti-Yukos campaign. 
Having heard all of the evidence, and noting 
President Putin’s personal involvement in 
the cases, the judge concluded that no Rus-
sian court could be expected to withstand 
the Kremlin’s political pressure such that it 
could provide a fair trial to these men. Sub-
sequently, the British Home Office has given 
political asylum to a half dozen additional 
Yukos ‘‘refugees.’’ 

Beyond Yukos, just recently, it was re-
ported that Russian prosecutors have opened 
a criminal case against former Russian 
Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov. Mr. 
Kasyanov was dismissed by Mr. Putin last 
year and has been critical of the administra-
tion since then. He has specifically criticized 
the handling of the Yukos case and has ex-
pressed his own higher political aspirations. 
The Kasyanov case has all the earmarks of 
another Yukos-style campaign, in which the 
powers of the FSB and Russian federal pros-
ecutors are misused by the Kremlin to de-
stroy a political opponent. 

The West, and particularly America, is 
rightfully concerned by the Kremlin’s co- 

opting of Russia’s criminal justice system as 
a tool to crush political opposition. The West 
is further properly concerned because, in the 
Yukos case, the Kremlin’s campaign at-
tacked what had become a model for cor-
porate governance and transparency. 

No one should doubt for a minute Presi-
dent Putin’s motive in the dismemberment 
of the Yukos Oil Company and the state 
take-over of its major production unit. En-
ergy is both very profitable and, given that 
major industrial companies depend on im-
ports for their energy needs, inherently po-
litical. It is the Kremlin’s aim to control 
Russia’s energy sector to insure its domi-
nant role in the world energy market. This 
will most certainly enhance President 
Putin’s standing given that Europe and other 
countries become more dependent on Russia 
as a major supplier. The respected Count 
Lambsdorff of Germany warned last week 
that his country was on a perilous course by 
increasing its dependence on natural gas im-
ports from Russia. 

On civil society, whatever progress was 
made in developing democratic institutions 
during the Yeltsin years have all but dis-
appeared under the current regime. The 
major tenets of democracy, as we know 
them, barely exist in Russia today. While 
there may be a degree of freedom and lib-
erty, the institutions that protect those 
rights have been usurped by forces within 
the Kremlin. The government now owns or 
controls all media outlets, the courts are not 
truly independent, there is no viable polit-
ical opposition, and the list goes on. It is in-
creasingly apparent that former KGB and 
FSB officers are now dominant in the Krem-
lin and whatever transparency existed a few 
years ago is not in evidence today. The re-
sult is an emerging form of corruption at the 
highest levels in the Russian government. 
This corruption threatens to corrode the 
foundation of the Russian government to a 
degree that could put at risk Russian secu-
rity and stability as well as the long-term 
economic well-being of the Russian people. I 
fear this will be Vladimir Putin’s legacy. 

This current view of Russian authorities is 
not confined to me or to opponents of the 
Kremlin. Valentin Gefter, the Director of the 
Human Rights Institute in Moscow said to 
your committee just a few short weeks ago 
that ‘‘very often, political, corporate and 
even personal reasons prevail over the rule of 
law [in Russia].’’ I absolutely agree. Michael 
McFaul, a senior fellow at the Council on 
Foreign Relations and executive director of 
the Council’s Task Force on Russian Amer-
ican Relations, headed by former U.S. Vice 
Presidential nominees Jack Kemp and John 
Edwards, said that ‘‘Four or five years ago, 
there was a debate about whether Putin was 
a democrat. The debate is now over. The 
question today concerns the nature and ex-
tent of Putin’s authoritarianism.’’ Finally, 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said 
that the Russian government’s handling of 
the Yukos case ‘‘shook people’s confidence,’’ 
and that Russian officials must demonstrate 
that laws and regulations are fair and ap-
plied ‘‘consistently over time, applied over 
various cases.’’ 

It is not just Yukos that is under persecu-
tion by Russian authorities. As reported by 
Irina Yasina, the head of the Open Russia 
Foundation, a non-profit organization estab-
lished by Mr. Khodorkovsky, myself and our 
colleagues to promote a democratic Russia, 
non-governmental organizations have been 
under ‘‘direct pressure and threats from the 
Ministry of Interior Affairs, Public Prosecu-
tor’s Office and Federal Security Services.’’ 
This year, the Ministry of Justice has sus-
pended the activity of the Nijny Novgorod 
Society of Human Rights and frozen the ac-
counts of the Society of Russian-Chechen 
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Friendship. The Kremlin has also thought to 
dismantle and put pressure a number on of 
international civil society organizations, in-
cluding the Soros Foundation, the National 
Democratic Institute & British Council. 

Mr. Chairman, I regret that Russia is mov-
ing in a direction that is contrary to West-
ern values and traditions. This must be trou-
bling to America as well. The question is 
what can America and other Western democ-
racies do about it. Obviously, what does not 
work are casual refrains and diplomatic 
overtures. Given that the hardened and cyn-
ical forces in the Kremlin understand and re-
spond only to sanctions that threaten their 
own interests, I offer two thoughts: 

I applaud Senators MCCAIN and LIEBERMAN 
and Congressmen LANTOS and COX for their 
sponsorship of the G–8 Resolution. In exam-
ining the criteria for membership, it is clear 
Russia meets neither the economic nor 
democratic requirements for a seat at the 
G–8 table. Making clear that Russia’s contin-
ued membership depends on its adherence to 
democratic principles and the rule of law 
will gain the attention of a leader who clear-
ly relishes his position in the G–8 Club. At 
least America and other G–8 members should 
not allow Vladimir Putin to head the group 
given the circumstances in Russia today. 

Russia aspires to be in the World Trade Or-
ganization for understandable reasons. But is 
it possible that a major country that uses 
extralegal means to seize control of private 
assets, selective prosecution, businessmen, 
renationalizes private enterprises, harasses 
companies with bogus tax charges and fails 
to erect a legal system that protects invest-
ments, shareholders and commercial con-
tracts, deserves membership in the WTO? 
Capital outflows and the decline in invest-
ments are clearly due to perceptions inside 
and outside Russia that it is not safe for in-
vestment. If responsible nations ignore these 
trends and do not take effective action to 
combat them, it will only encourage Russian 
authorities to continue down the path of 
authoritarianism. 

Finally, Mr. Chairman, I wish to make it 
clear I want to see an open, uncorrupted, 
prosperous and free Russia. On my last visit 
to Washington in June 2002, I was Deputy 
Chairman of the Russia Federation’s Inter-
national Relations Committee, president of 
the Russia Jewish Congress, a major share-
holder in Group Menatep, the holding com-
pany of YUKOS oil, and heavily involved in 
education and philanthropic causes. 

Today I am a proud citizen of Israel, the 
country whose democracy protects me from 
false accusations of undocumented crimes by 
a prosecutor who is on a political witch 
hunt. My sins, as viewed by the Kremlin, 
were to work with Mikhail Khodorkovsky 
and Yukos to promote greater freedom, an 
open civil society, business transparency and 
democratic values in Russia to help the Rus-
sian people. This is a dark time for those of 
us who cherish freedom and embrace democ-
racy. If the Russian people had a greater 
faith in democracy and recognition of their 
power to demand it, there would be an upris-
ing in the country. But their experience is 
too limited. Our only hope is that America, 
the author and inspiration of democracy, 
will use its prestige to convince Mr. Putin to 
change his ways. 

Again, I thank the Helsinki Commission 
for maintaining its commitment to demo-
cratic values and willingness to confront 
Russia and other nations whenever those 
values are put into jeopardy. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday I missed rollcall vote No. 
440. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHARLES H. TAYLOR 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I voted ‘‘no’’ on the Dominican Republic- 
Central America Free Trade Agreement, DR– 
CAFTA, in the vote last night. I informed the 
majority leader and the Appropriations chair-
man I was voting ‘‘no’’, as I had informed my 
constituents I was voting ‘‘no.’’ Representative 
HOWARD COBLE and I voted ‘‘no’’ together. 
Due to an error, my ‘‘no’’ vote did not record 
on the voting machine. The clerks computer 
logs verified that I had attempted to vote, but 
it did not show my ‘‘nay’’. I am re-inserting my 
‘‘no’’ vote in the record. But even with my ‘‘no’’ 
vote re-inserted, the bill still passed. 

f 

HONORING PRESIDENT JUDGE 
THOMAS G. PEOPLES, JR. 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor President Judge Thomas G. Peoples, 
Jr., who after 25 years of distinguished service 
is retiring from his prestigious responsibility as 
president judge. President Judge Peoples has 
had a very prestigious career with many 
achievements and recognitions. Completing a 
bachelor of arts from the University of Penn-
sylvania and a law degree from Dickinson 
School of Law, Judge Peoples was admitted 
to the Bar of Pennsylvania Supreme Court in 
1965. Since 1965, he has practiced before all 
appellate courts of Pennsylvania and before 
the United States District Court for the West-
ern District of Pennsylvania. 

President Judge Peoples had a private law 
practice from 1965 to 1980 and he was first 
district attorney in Blair County from 1974 to 
1980. From 1980 to 2005, he was a judge of 
the Court of Common Pleas of Blair County 
and during this same time he was the presi-
dent of Blair County. 

He has been involved in many public serv-
ice and community activities including coincor-
porator and member of the original Advisory 
Board of Blair County Legal Services Corpora-
tion. He has been the President of the Board 
of Trustees for Mercy Hospital, Altoona, PA, 
and Bon Secours-Holy Family Hospital, Al-
toona. 

Judge Peoples is an advocate for children 
and is presently a member of the Board and 
former president of Child Advocates of Blair 
County. He is also the co-founder and former 

Advisory Board member of the Blair County 
Domestic Abuse Project. He was awarded the 
Distinguished Citizen Award—Penns Woods 
Council, Boy Scouts of America and the Saint 
George Award of Scouting. 

He resides in Altoona, PA, with his wife 
Maureen McManus Peoples. They have three 
children, Thomas G. Peoples III, Amy M. 
Dudukovich, and Jennifer A. Yourkavitch. 

Mr. Speaker, President Judge Thomas G. 
Peoples, Jr. has been very active in both pro-
fessional and personal activities throughout 
Blair County, PA. President Judge Thomas G. 
Peoples, Jr. is a great citizen of Blair County 
and we are honored to recognize him for all of 
his work and accomplishments. I congratulate 
him and wish him the best in his retirement. 

f 

HONORING ALAN E. MICHELSON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I pause today to 
congratulate Alan E. Michelson, principal of 
Cordill-Mason Elementary School in Blue 
Springs, Missouri on his recent election as 
President of the National Association of Ele-
mentary School Principals. 

Mr. Michelson has served the students, fam-
ilies and community of Blue Springs for a 
great number of years. He is a graduate of 
Tarkio College and received a Masters Degree 
from Central Missouri State University. 

During his 27 years of service in the field of 
education, Mr. Michelson has been granted 
numerous awards in recognition of his out-
standing skills and dedication as an educator. 
He was named one of the Heritage Who’s 
Who in 2005. He received the Blue Springs 
School District Award for Leadership, Profes-
sionalism and Dedication in 2001. In 1993 he 
was awarded an Honorary Life Membership in 
the Parent Teacher Association. Rounding out 
his list of distinctions, he was named one of 
10 Outstanding Missourians in 1982. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in recog-
nizing the accomplishments of Mr. Michelson. 
I personally look forward to a continued rela-
tionship with him as both Principal of Cordill- 
Mason Elementary School and as President of 
the National Association of Elementary and 
Secondary School Principals. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF THOMAS (TOM) J. 
WALSH 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep 
sadness that I inform the House of the death 
of Mr. Thomas J. Walsh of Lee’s Summit, Mis-
souri. 

Tom was born in Kansas City, Missouri, on 
October 3, 1932, son of Thomas E. Walsh and 
Clare E. Walsh. He attended Visitation Ele-
mentary School and Southwest High School. 
He received a bachelor’s degree in political 
science from the University of Missouri where 
he was a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon So-
cial Fraternity. After graduation, he served in 
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